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brought him to this pass ?—some statesman who plunged his country
in ruin, and perished in the fray?—some wretch who left behind
him a legacy of shame —some beggar who died in the pangs of
hunger and cold? Or didst thou reach this state by the natural
course of old age?'
*When he had finished speaking, he took the skull, and placing
it under his head as a pillow, went to sleep. In the night, he dreamed
that the skull appeared to him, and said, "You speak well, sir; but
all you say has reference to the life of mortals, and to mortal
troubles. In death there are none of these. Would you like to hear
about death?"*
*Chuang-tse having replied in the affirmative, the skull began:
"In death, there is no sovereign above, and no subject below. The
workings of the four seasons are unknown. Our existences are
bounded only by eternity. The happiness of a king among men
cannot exceed that which I enjoy.'
'Chuang-tse, however, was not convinced, and said, "Were I
to prevail upon God to allow your body to be born again, and your
bones and flesh to be renewed, so that you could return to your
parents, to your wife, and to the friends of your youth—would you
be willing?"
'At this, the skull opened its eyes wide and knitted its brows and
said, "How should I cast aside happiness greater than that of a king,
and mingle once again in the toils and troubles of mortality?" *
(Tr. by H. A. Giles.).
IV. an early rebel
*Neither Nature nor Government is kind to the people- Nature
cannot stay plague and pestilence nor save men from dying of them:
Nor does Nature give long life to all good men. Therefore I say
that Nature is unkind Burglars and cheats are driven to crime by
poverty- But Government punishes them by ruthless law. There-
fore I say that Government is unkind/
[Attributed to Teng Shih who in the sixth century b.c. 'taught
the relativity of right and wrong1, and was put to death for opposing
the Government of Tze Tsan (d. 522 b.c.) and for persistent
pamphleteering. His new Penal Code was later adopted by the
Government he criticized]
(See Hu Shih, The Development of Logical Method, pp. 12-13.)

